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have taken undue advantage of the concessions granted to
them and sought to deprive other faiths of their legitimate
rights. This tendency is illustrated by the Jaina and
Snvaisnava dispute, which Bukkaraya handled in the most
exemplary manner, as mentioned before.

The spirit of tolerance is one of the fundamental traits
of Indian culture. We know from Indian history that
Asokawas the earliest and the most famous king, who
preached and practised " toleration for the creeds of other
people".l Nevertheless, the claim may be made on behalf
of Karnataka that the continuity and the ardour with
which religious tolerance was practised by all the ruling
dynasties of the country and the degree to which it has left
its indelible mark on the life of the people even today
should go to establish the uniqueness of Kacjiataka in the
matter of creating harmony among all sections of people.

CHAPTER IX

The cult of Bhakti forms a vital part of the religious
culture of Karnataka. It therefore requires to be treated
independently so as to enable us to appreciate its valuable
contribution to Indian culture. It is noteworthy that the
cult has contributed not a little to the multiplicity of faiths
and variety of religious life which, as we have observed, are
characteristic of this province. The earliest phase o'f the
religion of ancient Karnataka was theism and animism,
which have not altogether disappeared from the life of the

* A, Smith: The Oxford History of India, p. 107.